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SUBJECT: DAVID OTTAWAY ARTICLE IN WASHINGTON POST 

FOLLOWING IS THE TEXT OF AN ARTICLE BY DAVID OTTAWAY, HEAD- 
LINED "NKOMO READIES ARMY FOR RHODESIA BATTLE" WHICH 
APPEARED IN THE WASHINGTON POST FEBRUARY 24, 1978: 
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LUSAKA, ZAMBIA-JOSHUA NKOMO, THE BULKY, JOVIAL 60- YEAR-OLD 
FATHER OF THE BLACK NATIONALIST MOVEMENT IN RHODESIA, HAS 
EMERGED AS LEADER OF A SOVIET-ARMED, CUBAN-ASSISTED GUERRIL- 
LA ARMY NOW BEING READIED FOR FULL-SCALE COMBAT WITH 
RHODESIA'S WHITE-LED SECURITY FORCES. 

NKOMO'S FORCE OF ABOUT 8,000 TRAINED SOLDIERS IS NOW BEING 
AUGMENTED BY THOUSANDS OF OTHERS WHO ARE UNDERGOING TRAIN- 
ING IN ANGOLA AND ZAMBIA. HIS FINAL GOAL, ACCORDING TO 
AFRICAN DIPLOMATS, IS A PROFESSIONAL ARMY OF 20,000 CAPABLE 
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OF HANDLING ANYTHING FROM HEAVY ARTILLERY TO ARMORED CARS 
AND TANKS. 

THUS IN FEWER THAN TWO YEARS, NKOMO HAS EMERGED AS A KEY 
FACTOR IN THE MILITARY EQUATION IN RHODESIA. APART FROM 
GETTING SOVIET WEAPONS AND CUBAN INSTRUCTORS, NKOMO HAS 
THE POLITICAL BACKING OF THE SOVIET UNION, WHICH HAS ALREADY 

DENOUNCED LAST WEEK'S RHODESIAN SETTLEMENT BETWEEN PRIME 
MINISTER IAN SMITH AND THREE BLACK NATIONALIST LEADERS. 

WESTERN DIPLOMATS HAVE REPORTED THAT THEY ALREADY HAVE SEEN 
LARGE NUMBERS OF GUERRILLAS, SOMETIMES ACCOMPANIED BY 
CUBANS, AND HEAVY WEAPONS MOVING FROM ANGOLA ACROSS ZAMBIA 
TO THE BORDER WITH RHODESIA. 

WITH HIS NEW, SHADOWY ARMY BEHIND HIM, NKOMO HAS DEMONSTRA- 
TED A NEW CONFIDENCE IN HIS BARGAINING POSITION. HE AND 
OTHER EXILE LEADERS HAVE BEEN NEGOTIATING WITH THE BRITISH 
AND U.S. GOVERNMENTS WHILE SMITH HAS REACHED AN AGREEMENT 
WITH NATIONALIST LEADERS WHO LIVE IN RHODESIA AND DO NOT 
HAVE ARMED FOLLOWERS. 
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BUT FAR FROM SHOWING THE POLITICAL "PRAGMATISM" FOR WHICH 
HE WAS ONCE RENOWNED, NKOMO HAS BECOME STEADILY MORE IN- 
TRANSIGENT AND COMMITTED TO A FIGHT TO THE FINISH WITH 
SMITH. 

WHEN NEGOTIATIONS BETWEEN NKOMO AND SMITH BROKE DOWN IN 
SALISBURY TWO YEARS AGO THIS MARCH, THE BLACK NATIONALIST 
LEADER CRIED FROM SHEER RAGE AND FRUSTRATION. 

"THERE IS NO CHOICE LEFT BUT TO FIGHT," HE TOLD HIS SUP- 
PORTERS, AND TO REPORTERS, HE SAID "I WANT TO MAKE IT 
VERY CLEAR THAT THE CONSEQUENCES ARE NOT OF OUR OWN CHOOS- 
ING AND NOT OF OUR OWN MAKING.. ..WE DID EVERYTHING WE COULD 
TO FIND A (NEGOTIATED) SOLUTION." 

INDEED, NO ONE COULD HAVE HONESTLY ACCUSED NKOMO OF RUSH- 
ING INTO GUERRILLA WARFARE. SINCE HIS RELEASE FROM 10 
YEARS IN DETENTION INSIDE RHODESIA IN DECEMBER 1974, HE 
STUCK FAITHFULLY TO THE ROUTE OF LEGAL POLITICKING AND, 

DESPITE ENORMOUS RISK TO HIS REPUTATION IN NATIONALIST 
CIRCLES, AGREED IN LATE 1975 TO HOLD TALKS WITH SMITH. 

IN ANSWER TO CRITICS WHO ACCUSED HIM OF BEING A POWER-HUNGRY 
OPPORTUNIST, NKOMO SAID THAT IT WAS WORTH TRYING TO NEGO- 
TIATE WITH SMITH IF ONLY TO PROVE ONCE AND FOR ALL THAT IT 
WAS IMPOSSIBLE. 

WHILE THE MORE MILITANT RIVAL ZIMBABWE AFRICAN NATIONAL 
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UNION (ZANU) HAD TAKEN TO THE WARPATH IN LATE 1972, NKOMO'S 
OWN ZIMBABWE AFRICAN PEOPLE'S UNION (ZAPU) HAD HELD BACK. 

IN FACT, ON THAT FATEFUL DAY IN MARCH 1976 WHEN NKOMO 
FINALLY ADMITTED HE HAD "REACHED THE END OF THE ROAD" IN 
ATTEMPTING TO FIND A SETTLEMENT THROUGH TALKS, ZAPU HAD NO 
MORE THAN 500 TO 700 TRAINED GUERRILLAS. 
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WHILE AN AIR OF MYSTERY STILL SURROUNDS NKOMO'S ARMY, IT 
ALREADY HAS GAINED A REPUTATION FOR BEING BETTER EQUIPPED, 
TRAINED AND DISCIPLINED THAN ZANU'S STILL SLIGHTLY LARGER 
AND MORE BATTLE-HARDENED ZIMBABWE AFRICAN NATIONAL LIBERA- 
TION ARMY. 

FURTHERMORE WHILE THE ZANU ARMY HAS SUFFERED THOUSANDS OF 
CASUALTIES OVER THE PAST FIVE YEARS AT THE HANDS OF THE 
HARD-HITTING RHODESIAN SECURITY FORCES, NKOMO'S FORCE HAS 
LOST RELATIVELY FEW BECAUSE OF AN APPARENTLY DELIBERATE 
STRATEGY BY NKOMO OF HOLDING BACK UNTIL HIS GUERRILLAS ARE 
WELL ENOUGH PREPARED. 

HOW HAS THIS INCREDIBLE TRANSFORMATION IN ZAPU S MILITARY 
FORTUNES TAKEN PLACE IN JUST TWO YEARS? 

THE ANSWER LIES WITH THE SOVIET UNION AND IN THE LITTLE 
KNOWN HISTORY OF NKOMO'S TIES WITH MOSCOW AND ITS OTHER 
NATIONALIST ALLIES IN AFRICA. 

NKOMO'S SOVIET CONNECTION, CONTRARY TO APPEARANCES, IS 
NOTHING NEW. IT GOES BACK 15 YEARS OR MORE TO THE EARLY 
1960S WHEN ZAPU WAS BEING FOUNDED AND THE SOVIET UNION WAS 
CASTING ABOUT FOR POTENTIAL ALLIES AMONG THE AFRICAN 
NATIONALIST MOVEMENTS IN THE REMAINING COLONIES. ALTHOUGH 
ZAPU HARDLY QUALIFIED AS A MARXIST-ORIENTED, OR EVEN 
SOCIALIST-INCLINED PARTY, IT WAS THE ONLY NATIONALIST ONE 
THEN AGITATING IN RHODESIA. 

AT THE SAME TIME, NKOMO WAS ESTABLISHING HIS TIES WITH 
OTHER AFRICAN LIBERATION GROUPS, MOST NOTABLY THOSE FIGHT- 
INGIN THE PORTUGUESE COLONIES AND IN SOUTH AFRICA. THESE 
INCLUDED THE NOW RULING POPULAR MOVEMENT FOR THE LIBERATION 
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OF ANGOLA (MPLA), THE FRONT FOR THE LIBERATION OF MOZAMBI- 
QUE (FRELIMO), THE PAIGC IN GUINEA-BISSAU AND THE AFRICAN 
NATIONAL CONGRESS IN SOUTH AFRICA. 

FOR YEARS, NKOMO'S SOVIET CONNECTION LAY DORMANT AND HE 
NEITHER SOUGHT, NOR GOT, MUCH MATERIAL ASSISTANCE FROM 
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COMMUNIST QUARTERS. A MAN OF REMARKABLY LITTLE DISPOSITION 
TO SPEAK IN IDEOLOGICAL TERMS, OR EVEN UTTER THE WORD 
"SOCIALISM,'' HE WAS FAR BETTER KNOWN FOR HIS CONTACTS WITH 
BRITISH CAPITALISTS LIKE TONY ROWLANDS, THE HEAD OF LONRHO, 
WHOSE EXECUTIVE JET WAS OFTEN PUT AT NKOMO'S DISPOSAL FOR 
TRIPS ABOUT AFRICA. ROWLANDS IS STILL WIDELY SUSPECTED OF 
BEING ONE OF ZAPU'S OUTSIDE FINANCIAL SUPPORTERS. 

NKOMO'S MOSCOW LINK ENDURED THROUGH THE YEARS WITH THE 
SOVIETS SATISFIED TO CULTIVATE CONTACTS AMONG SOME MIDDLE- 
RANKING OFFICIALS AND A FEW TOP NKOMO AIDES. ALSO ENDUR- 
ING WERE NKOMO'S LINKS TO THE MPLA AND FRELIMO AS WELL AS 
HIS CLOSE PERSONAL FRIENDSHIP WITH ZAMBIAN PRESIDENT 
KENNETH KAUNDA DATING BACK TO THEIR COMMON STRUGGLE AGAINST 
BRITISH COLONIAL RULE. 

TODAY, NKOMO IS CASHING IN ON THESE OLD FRIENDSHIPS AND 
ALLIANCES TO BUILD HIMSELF IN RECORD TIME A MILITARY FORCE 
THE EQUAL OF ZANU'S CHINESE-AIDED ONE AND TO CREATE A CREDI- 
BLE THREAT TO THE WHITE-LED RHODESIAN GOVERNMENT. 

HIS FEAT IS ALL THE MORE EXTRAORDINARY SINCE THE MAIN 
SOURCE FOR HIS GUERRILLA RECRUITS IS THE MINORITY NDEBELE 
PEOPLE, AN OFFSHOOT OF THE FIERCE ZULU LIVING IN SOUTH- 
WESTERN RHODESIA. THE NDEBELE ACCOUNT FOR ONLY 15 TO 17 
PERCENT OF THE COUNTRY'S 6.8 MILLION BLACK POPULATION. 

WHILE THE SHONA, THE BACKBONE OF THE RIVAL ZANU ARMY, MAKE 
UP 80 PERCENT OR MORE. 
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BUT NKOMO HAS PROVEN HIMSELF A MASTER IN MOBILIZING THE 
LIMITED RESOURCES AVAILABLE TO HIM BOTH INSIDE RHODESIA 
AND IN INTERNATIONAL DIPLOMACY. 

ZAMBIA AND ANGOLA ARE THE MAIN STAGING AREAS FOR ZAPU'S 
ACTIVITIES. THE TRIUMPH IN 1976 OF THE MPLA IN THE ANGO- 
LAN CIVIL WAR, LARGELY DUE TO MASSIVE SOVIET ARMS AND 
CUBAN TROOPS HAS TURNED ANGOLA INTO AN IDEAL PLACE FOR 
ZAPU GUERRILLAS TO GO FOR TRAINING UNDER CUBAN INSTRUCTORS. 

THERE ARE REPORTS THAT SOME RECRUITS FOR THE NKOMO ARMY 
GO DIRECTLY TO CUBA AND THE SOVIET UNION FOR ADVANCED IN- 
STRUCTION, WHILE OTHERS HAVE BEEN SENT TO MILITARY SCHOOLS 
IN ALGERIA AND SOMALIA, BOTH UNTIL RECENTLY SOVIET ALLIES 
IN AFRICA. AT LEAST 60 OFFICERS ARE REPORTED TO BE IN 
SOMALIA ALONE. SOME OFFICERS AND SOLDIERS ARE REPORTEDLY 
LEARNING TO DRIVE ARMORED CARS, HANDLE HEAVY ARTILLERY AND 
USE ANTIAIRCRAFT GUNS AND MISSILES. 

THIS HAS LEAD TO INTENSE SPECULATION THAT NKOMO IS PREPAR- 
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ING HIS ARMY FOR BIGGER THINGS THAN THE INTENSIFIED 
GUERRILLA WAR HE IS PROMISING THESE DAYS TO LAUNCH AGAINST 
THE SMITH GOVERNMENT. 

WITH NO SIGN OF ANY PROGRESS BEING MADE TO INTEGRATE ZANU 
AND ZAPU FORCES INTO ONE ARMY, THE TWO ARMIES ARE LIKELY 
TO CONFRONT EACH OTHER IN THE STRUGGLE FOR POWER AMONG 
RHODESIA'S BLACK NATIONALIST FACTIONS. SINCE THE SOVIETS 
AND CUBANS ARE ALSO ASSUMING THIS, IT APPEARS THEY HAVE DE- 
CIDED ON A STRATEGY TO PREPARE NKOMO'S FORCES FAR BETTER 

THAN THEY WERE ABLE TO DO THE MPLA FOR ANY SUCH POWER 
STRUGGLE. 
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INDEED, THERE IS EVERY INDICATION THE SOVIETS ARE APPLYING 
THE LESSONS OF THE ANGOLAN CIVIL WAR TO THE ZIMBABWEAN 
NATIONALIST EQUATION, TRAINING ZAPU SUFFICIENTLY WELL SO 
THAT CUBANS ARE NOT REQUIRED TO DO THE FIGHTING FOR IT 
AS THEY HAD TO FOR THE MPLA IN ANGOLA. 

THIS MAY EXPLAIN THE SUDDEN INCREASE, TO BETWEEN 25 AND 50, 

IN THE NUMBER OF CUBANS PRESENT IN THIS GENERALLY PRO- 
WESTERN COUNTRY. MOST OF THEM ARE SAID TO BE INVOLVED IN 
TRAINING ZAPU GUERRILLAS IN THEIR CAMPS HERE. SOME COULD 
BECOME INVOLVED IN HELPING TO DEFEND THESE CENTERS, AND 
PARTICULARLY FORWARD GUERRILLA CAMPS ALONG THE ZAMBIAN 
BORDER WITH RHODESIA, FROM THE RHODESIAN AIR AND COMMANDO 
RAIDS. 

ALL THIS POINTS TO THE PROBABILITY OF BIGGER WAR IN THE 
MAKING BETWEEN RHODESIA AND NKOMO'S ARMY. HE APPARENTLY 
EXPECTS THIS, TOO. 

"WE ARE GOING TO HIT EACH OTHER HARD," HE SAID IN AN INTER- 
VIEW LAST WEEK. "AND WE ARE READY FOR THEM." VANCE 
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